case.
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America was largely induced by the same cause.   CHAP.
But   the   difference   in   method   is   sufficiently      n
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striking. In the British case it is impossible to British
point to any one year in the calendar from which
it may be said that the institution of responsible
government dates. In America it may be said tested.
without question that it dates from 1788. In either
case the change was effected by public opinion. In
America public opinion was consciously expressed
and recorded in the votes cast by the people of
each state in 1787- In Great Britain, however,
no vote was ever taken on the establishment of
responsible government, nor indeed had need to
be taken. This difference was due to an essential
difference in the nature of the two problems to be
solved. Great Britain was a single state with a
government capable of transacting public affairs.
That government was the ministry, and, in order to
establish responsible government, the king had
merely to be made to accept the position that
ministers were removable only at the pleasure of
Parliament or of the people, not at his own
pleasure. For this nothing but a change in
custom was required.

In America, on the other hand, there were (9) The
thirteen communities, each claiming to be sove-
reign states and in law admitted to be such. In
effect that claim meant that each of the thirteen
assemblies was the final authority to which the
obedience of those inhabiting their several territories
was due. Congress might command a Virginian
to do this or that; but the command possessed no
legal effect and was not enforceable in the courts
until it had been ratified by the Virginian assembly;
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